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Jayne Sowers is a senior consultant of technical 
assistance and a content specialist of English 
language learners at the Great Lakes East 
Comprehensive Center, which is operated by the 
American Institutes for Research. She has 15 years 
of experience in teaching English learners and 
training teachers for educating English learners. 
She lived and taught in Japan and Egypt and 
experienced the cultural difficulties that many 
English learners face in the U.S. She has authored 
a book with over 100 activities for teaching young 
children learning English and has provided training 
to the EL staff of state departments of education. 
Her most recent work included assisting a state 
department develop a crosswalk of its kindergarten 
English language proficiency standards and its 
Common Core State Standards. She holds a B.S. 
in speech pathology and audiology from Indiana 
State University, an M.S. in education of the hearing 
impaired from the University of Tennessee, and 
an Ed.D. in educational leadership: curriculum and 
instruction from Portland State University. She is 
certified in teaching English to speakers of other 
languages (TESOL) and is a nationally certified 
school and district review chair for AdvancED, a 
world-renowned accreditation, auditing and school 
improvement agency.
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